HOW YOU CAN HELP
As a school official, you have the responsibility to
ensure that the foreign students you invite to the
U.S. truly intend to be productive students. Foreign
nationals may view a student visa as a means of
immigrating to the U.S. rather than achieving
an academic goal. You may be able to identify a
situation before it becomes a national security
concern. If you become suspicious of a school or
student’s actions, please call your local ICE office.
To help ICE prevent the criminal exploitation
of SEVP and improve communications with local
HSI special agents, you can:
• Assist HSI in identifying students or school
officials who may wish to harm the U.S. or
its people.
• Assist HSI with their investigations of
noncompliant schools and students.

To Report Exploitation of Student Visa Programs,
contact your local HSI special agent or call:
1-866-DHS-2ICE (1-866-347-2423)
www.ice.gov
To Report National Vulnerabilities or National
Security Concerns,contact ICE’s Counterterrorism
and Criminal Exploitation Unit at:
1-703-235-3300
CTCEU@ice.dhs.gov

TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS
AND REPORT THE FOLLOWING:
•

Non-SEVP certified institutions providing
instruction to foreign students.

•

A school’s foreign student population grows
unusually fast.

•

Failure to maintain accreditation, licensing,
facilities, curriculum or necessary teaching staff.

•

School allows students to drop below SEVP
attendance requirements.

•

Unusually high patterns of schools transferring
students in and out multiple times.

•

Schools unlawfully maintaining students’
“Active” status in exchange for money.

•

Recruitment of students under false pretenses or
advertising programs that school does not offer.

•

Schools manufacturing or providing false
diplomas or transcripts.

•

Students living in unsafe or deplorable conditions.

HOMELAND SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS

CAMPUS
SENTINEL
A Partnership to Protect America

The events on 9/11 exposed national
security vulnerabilities and prompted
measures including the creation
of U.S. Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) as well as ICE’s
Student and Exchange Visitor Program
(SEVP). This has resulted in greater
oversight on the admission and
tracking of foreign students.

U.S. IMMIGRATION AND
CUSTOMS ENFORCEMENT (ICE)
As part of ICE, Homeland Security Investigations
(HSI) investigates, deters and interdicts threats
arising from the movement of people and
goods into and out of the U.S. HSI’s combined
authorities for enforcing immigration and
customs laws serve as a powerful tool in
national security investigations.

AN INTEGRATED APPROACH TO
NATIONAL SECURITY (SEVP & CTCEU)
SEVP and the Student Exchange Visitor Information
System (SEVIS) web-based database were established
to more effectively manage information on foreign
students and exchange visitors. HSI’s goal is to
ensure that those who seek to harm the U.S. are
turned away, while legitimate students are welcomed.
SEVP is strengthened by the Counterterrorism and
Criminal Exploitation Unit (CTCEU). The CTCEU
investigates nonimmigrant visa holders who violate
their immigration status and places the highest
priority on combating the criminal exploitation of
the student visa system. SEVP and the CTCEU

work closely to proactively identify and prevent
exploitation at the school and student level.

SCHOOL FRAUD
HSI works around the clock to protect
nonimmigrant students and the American public.
This vigilance reflects a commitment to welcoming
legitimate students to take advantage of educational
opportunities in America, while safeguarding
the integrity of our nation’s legal immigration
system against fraud and exploitation. Successful
partnerships between HSI and local school
communities can expose fraud schemes that may
compromise our national security. For example,
schools that are non-SEVP compliant may facilitate
the issuance of student visas to ineligible foreign
nationals and undermine the vetting process
which could put the public at risk. Falsifications of
SEVIS student records for criminal purposes also
represent a vulnerability. HSI’s communication

and collaboration with the school community
may prevent individuals posing as students from
fraudulently obtaining and maintaining active
student status while remaining in the U.S.

PARTNERSHIPS BENEFIT ALL
•

By sharing information with school
officials, HSI may help improve the
school’s management of their programs
and help prevent their students from falling
out of status.

•

Information sharing between HSI, schools
and students has resulted in improved
strategies for identifying and prosecuting
unlawful activity.

•

HSI’s investigation of non-SEVP compliant
schools helps uphold the integrity of
legitimate schools and programs.

